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reported that they had been forestalled by enemy action from the tear,,
and had been unable to demolish important bridges over the Mouse
and Albert Canal British bombers were despatched to deny the
crossing of these waters as far as possible, and did some most cITcctivc

work.

Next came a report from the reconnoitring French cavalry regarding
the Belgian anti-tank obstacles, which they had now had an opportunity
to examine. As had been feared, there proved lo be no effective
obstacle on the Gembloux line at all. That on the Pcrwez lino was
not only unfinished, but was badly sited and situated on a forward
slope.

In the circumstances General Georges decided lo push out advanced
troops as far as the obstacle,in order to cover theCiomblouxCiap. lie
expressed a hope that the B.E.K would conform, hi and 2nd Corps
accordingly reconnoitred the anti-tank obstacles reputed to exist in the
Forest of Meerdacluppn their left front., with a view to sending forward
detachments with anti-tank guns. It was found (hat these obstacles
had only been completed in places*

All this was unsatisfactory enough. Anxiety was heightened by the
information that a German thrust, with al least two armoured divisions,
was developing on the front of the I'Vouch 9th Army, which lay beyond
the right of the French 1st Army in the Ardennes urea, opposite
Luxembourg.

This was alarming news indeed, for two reasons, In tho first place
an attack in this sector had not been considered probable ; in the
second it was rumoured that the efficiency and preparedness of the
French 9th Army were not quite on a par with those of the other
French forces in the line.

Lord Gort immediately requested the War Office to expedite the
despatch of our long-awaited 1st Armoured Division* Indeed ii was
sorely needed. He was destined never to receive it under his command,
though it eventually came into action further south.

All during this day, Sunday, 12th May, there was great activity in the
air, the Royal Air Force battling gallantly to impede tho enemy advance
across the Meuse and Albert Canal The enemy, however, had os-
tabhshed strong anti-aircraft defences at nodal points, The strain*
moreover, on the fighter group of the Air Component was very severe.
It was by now reduced to some fifty aircraft, and although Lord Gort
had asked for four fresh squadrons from home, only one had arrived*
Still, in the first three days of the invasion the R.A,K in France des-
troyed one hundred and one enemy aircraft, against a loss of seventy"
eight of their own.